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>lutions that were passed at the meetings of
rker of the United Provinces held at Allahabad
0, 11 and 12, 1933

his meeting re-affirms that the immediate
political objecuve of cur struggle for freedomas
complete independence so that India may be
freed from the impenalist explonation of her
people and her resources and mav be 1m a2
position tc co-operate as a free nation with
ohter progressive raucns and people 1n
bullding up a world orde: based on national
freedom and mternat:onal eo-operation

1 the opmion of this meeting there can be or
should benopeace berweenlIndien nationalism
and British impernaiism, and the struggle for
freedom must he continued till independence
is achieved. Further this meeting 15 of opiion
that direct action m the form of cwvil
disobedience must be continued as the
principal method for enforcing the netion’s will
and achieving freedom This meeting depre-
cates all attempts to divert the peoples’
attention to other achivifies mvolving (ai
walkemmng of the freedom struggle and a partial
co-operation with imperiahism.

“ke proper method of drawing up 2 Constitution
and settling the form of Government for a free
India is for a Constituent Assembly, elected on
an adult franchise, and fully representative of
the people of India, to be convened for the
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purpose Such a Constituent Assembly, which
can only function when the nation has gained
sufficient strength, will also settle the problem
of the minorities to the satisfaction of all groups
concerned.

{(iv) This meeting is also of opmion that political
freedom must he accomparnied by the social
and economic freedom of the exploited masses
The meeting notes that some vested interests
in India have allied themselves to Brntish
imperialism and are opposed to the national
struggle for freedom in order to perpetuate
thewr special interests and privileges The
meeting 1s of opmion that the national
programme and policy must oppose this
alhance and must be based on the transfer of
political and economic power to the masses.

II This meeting calls upon the people of the province to
carry on the programme of individual civil disobedience so
that the struggle might again gather momentum and develop
into mass civil disobedience. In furtherance of this struggle
Congressmen 1n different districts should confer together
and carry on group activities wherever possible, but it should
be borne in mind that even where such group action and
direction 1s not possible, owing to Government interference,
mdividuals have to continue civil disobedience on their own
mitiative

Such civil disobedience should take the form of work
principally in the rural areas where small groups and
wdividuals should work openly to educate, and wherever
possible, crganize the masses for the furtherance of the
Congress programme and should carry on such work mn
defiance of Government orders meant to restrict such
activities Arrests should ordinarily be invited 1n the course of
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the open activities of Congress workers 1o the rural areas.

The boycott of British goods should in particular be kept
in forefront both in towns and rural areas

All workers are to realize that direct action, as indicated
above, has to be carried on even though circumstances may
make 1t impossible to 1ssue further mstructions

III The meeting expresses its deep admiration for the
great sacinfice all those who had carried on the struggle for
freedom during the last four years and 1its sympathy and
solidarity with the peasantry, thousands of whom have
suffered and are suffering untold hardships. The meeting
realizes that the only way to render effective help 1s to carry
on the struggle till freedom 1s achieved and the burdens on
the masses are done away with

IV The meeting 1s strongly of opimon that Indian mall
cloth should not be exhibited or sold in Swadesh: Exhibition

and call upon Congressmen not to encourage such mill cloth
In any way

V. This meeting of the United Provinces Congress
Workers congratulates the ‘C’ class political prisoners of the
province for their untold suffermgs in various jails and
expresses intense dishke of the classifications of the political
prisoners into ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ classes.

This meeting further urges the Congress workers of the
province to refuse their classifications into ‘A’ or ‘B’ class.

V N PATHAK,
Asst. to the Dy, Inspr Genl of Police,
Criminal Investigation Depariment,
(veneral Branch, United Provinces.
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GORAKHPUR
Enquiry Committee Report

We reached Gorakhpur on June 23, and wisited Siswa
Bazar the next day.

{a) Siswa Bazar affair

There is a village named Khesradi near Siswa Bazar
{B N W.R )inthe Maharajgun; Tehsil Itismthe zamindari of
two brothers, Messrs Nawal Kishore Singh and Param Hans
Singh. The mhabitants of this village had started a punchayer
and had been taking part m Congress activihes They
represented to the zamindars that they were willing to pay
them thewr legalrent, i.e., the rent entered against their names
m the Patwari’s papers but not the amount they had been
taking from them illegally. It may be noted that while the legal
rent was only 2 to 2/8 a bigha, the rents actually realized came
to about 4/8 or 4/12 per bigha. They further said that the
kolhuavan should be reduced. This kolhuavan is of course a
wholly illegal or extra-legal demand. The zamindars and the
tenants had not been able to come to any terms On May 31,
about & hundred men armed with lathis and accompanied by
seven carts were sent to the willage by the zamindars. These
men began to loot the houses and beat the people, the first
victim of their fury being Rabali an influentiai man who had
been elected Sarpanch by the willagers. The looted property
mecluded gram, clothing, ornaments. utensys and cash, in fact,
all that the men could lay their hands on—and was brought
away in the carts. Six of the men mcluding Rajbali came to
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Siswa Bazar as soon as the attack commenced On the advice
of their friends, they swrendered themselves to the
zamindars, who live in the Bazar itself. They were kept i
wrongful confinement for some time and roughly handled and
were lat go only after each of them had executed pro-notes for
Rs. 500 in favour of the zamindars The District Congress
authorities took the matter in hands and the Zamindars
evidently realized that they had let themselves in for serious
consequences as the whole thing had been done in broad day
light Soacompromise was effected Its mam features are (a)
a reduction in kolbuavan, (b) a remission of 3 annas in the
rupee in the Rabi instalinent of rent (in the whole amount, not
the legal dues—this makes the concession a very poor one),
{c) restoration of the looted property which was estimated at
about Rs 4,000 and (d} cancellation of the pro-notes. We met
B. Param Hans Singh. He admitted the main facts but said
that he had sent only 25 men and that taking advantage ofthe
presence of his men, the villagers had looted one another’s
property, that loot had not been ordered by him and that he
had sent the carts, which according to hun numbered only
five, not to carry away the loot but to bring Rajbaliand his five
sarkash compamons. He had no explanation to offer for
compelling the men to execute pro-notes.

(b) Basantpur affairs

This village is in Maharajganj Tahsil and i the zamindari
of Nawab Ali Bashir Khan. Here also there was trouble
between the zamindar and the tenants about ikhfa (the
concealed rent taken over and about the recorded rent). The
tenants say that while the legal rent is only 1/8 a bigha, the
zamindar had been taking 2/4 for some years past and now
demands 10 The village was set fire to. Some 25 out of the
eighty-two houses were burnt down. There is no direct proof
that this was done by the zamindar’s orders but the villagers
say they caught two men red-handed, but the men were let off



by the police for want of sufficient proof. It may be a mere

comncidence but these men are now mn the zamindar's
service

(¢} Nauna affair

This village 1s also in Maharajganj Tahsil and is in the
zamindan of B. Udal Naramm Singh We saw the house of
Jmnmu Tiwarl which had been set fire to, it 1s alleged, by
orders of the zamindar. In any case, we saw with our own eves
ks field being ploughed by the zamindar's men. He 15 a
Congress volunteer. The zammdar's sirwar Bisheshar was
present and he told us that he was carrving cut his master’s
orders. Mahesh Chamar rold us that his feld which was
already sown was ploughed up. Motai Ahirtold usthathe was
made to kneel down and matas—a large and vicious variety of
red ants—were put over his body full one hour. All this was
hewng done simply because the men could not pay their fuil
rent viz , the legal dues plus the ikhifa.

(d) Sadar Tahsi

Here also the main trouble is over ikhfa. Besides men, we
saw here & numehbr of women who had been beaten with
shoes.

ic) Bhatw and Gaurt Bazar

The Majhauli Raj is treating its tenants very badly and
they have succeeded interrorizing the pecple so much that no
one from their estate ventured to come before us.

There are serious complaints against Baldewa Mani, Har
Prasad Mani and other Brahman zamindars One case
deserves special mention The husbands of Marjatia Shirin
was 50 badly beaten that he ran away to Calcutta and died
there as a result of the myuries he had received. She took her
anohter husband last year This man was also badly beaten
and ran away. He has not yet been traced. The woman has two
sons The eldest, aged about 16, now began to be victimized
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and he too has now run away. She 18 now left with her younger
son aged 10 but this child is also being pressed for begar and
has already been maltreated more than once if he does not
performa the allotted task.

(f) Rajaura affairs

Rajaura is a village in Maharaiganj Tahsil. The villagers
had taken a prominent part in Congress activities and were
pressing their zamindars, Messrs. Chuni Lal and Ram Narain
Lal, to realize iegal dues only A meeting was held at Papriin
which besides the tenants Baba Raghava Das was present on
behalf of the Congiess and B Chum Lal was also present. It
was agreed that the tenants should pay up what they could by
the 10th June. On the 7th, some of the tenants started for the
market near-by to sell their grain, so as to pay the rents as
agreed upon. But thev were brought back by the police which
tock up its quarters at the zamindar’s chhavani, There was
Sub-Inspector, and a Naib two constables and chowkidars
The twozammdars weie also there with their men. Ostensibly
the police had come to make enquiries about an assault which
B. Ram Narain Lal, one of the zanundars, alleged had been
made upon him by some of the villagers. The houses were
entered into by the zamindar’s men and the villagers were
brought to the chhavani. There the police let off every one on
the security of two persons each except Ganga, who was a
Congress volunteer and apparently, an influential and out-
spoken man. What transpired next 1t is difficult to say. But
this much 1s certain that at some stage or other there was a
scuffie between the zamindar's men and the villagers as a
result of which one of the former was hurt and that Ganga was
shot dead. The post-mortem examination by the Sub-
Inspector showed that he had received three bullet
wounds,

More than 100 tenants are being presented for roting

Armed police was then posted in the village, which was
90



deserted by most of the men who took shelter in the adjoining
forest The women were left to take care of the houses. The
women alleged that during the ten days that the police was
there many members of the police force together with the
vitlage chowkidar who has all along been the evil genius of the
place took away forcibly a number of things, specially grainin
large quantities

General

The general complamts in Gorakhpur are :—

{1} almost everv zamundar demands ikhfa (concealed
rent};

{11} other illegal dues, e.g., kolhpavan are demanded and
tenants are asked to sell their produce, i e., grain, ghs,
and oil to the zamindar at prices far below the market
rates;

(11} in most cases, no receipts are granted,

{tv) much severity 1s practised in the realization of these
Iegal and illegal dues, even women and children not
being spared

BASTI
Enquiry Commitiee Report

On June 25, we were taken to Mehdawal, a Qasbha m
Khalilahad Tehsil of the Basti District. There is practically no
agrarian trouble in this district. After the Gandhi-hrwin
settlement the local Congress workers decided to select a
small area for carrying on intensive congress work. Mehdawal
was selected for this purpose and a batch of Congress
volunteers was posted in the bazar. They started peaceful
picketing of foreign cloth in the bazar There are about 20
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cloth-shops. The merchants agreed to get the stock of foreign
cloth sealed They also purchased national flags and hoisted
them on thewr shops. The Congress people gradually enlarged
the field of their activities Thewr success soon attracted
notice of the authorities who wer e disturbed by the news and
who decided to take all possible steps to stop their activities

They put pressure on the zamindar of the bzzar to ask the
owner of the house which was in the occupation of the
Congress volunteers to get it vacated It was with much
difficulty that the Congress people could get lodgings in the
bazar The sarkhat of the house was however executed m the
name of a third party to avad trouble.

The owner of the house resides in Cawnpore but his
munim, Jagannath Shukla, lives in the bazar and looks after
his master’s property and business The munim locked the
houseinthe occupanon of the Congress volunteers one day at
the mstance of the zamindar when the volunteers had gone to
a neighbouting village for propaganda. Since then they have
been hving on the small chabutra outside Pandit Raja Ram
Sharma who 1s in charge of the Congress volunteers told us
that their belongings in the house had been stealthily
removed by the zamndar during thewr absence We examined
Jagannath Shukla and his brother Jwala Prasad The munim
told us that personally he had absolutely ne objection to the
occupation of the house by the Congress people He,
however, expressed his helplessness as he said he did not
dare to go against the wishes of the zamindar and the local
authorities His brother JwalaPrasadtold usthathe had been
called by the S D.O, who asked him to get the house vacated.
A Congress volunteer, Ganeshi Bhagat, deposed before us
that the S.1. of the Mehdawal police station one day told him
to vacate the house and administered a threat to the effect
that if the house was not vacated they would be belaboured by
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badmashes as was done .n Banst last yvear

Oneday the 8 D O, of the Tehsilvisited the bazar He to0k
down names of the cloth-merchants and asked them to see
him in the Dak Bungalow where he was putting up Whentre
merchants assembled in the Dak Bungalow they were told by
the 8 D O.toremove the flags from theiz shops He told them
that he had no objection to their elling swadesh: cloth but he
couid not allow them to hoist natlonal flags. The ponr

merchants weie cowed down and they remos ed the flags from
their shops.

We exammed two of the cloth-merchants, viz. Ram
Harakh and Hira, bes.des Pandit Raja Rum Sharmaand a few
other Congress volunteers. The other cloth-merchunts of the
bazar did not agree to appear before us for fear of incurring
displeasure of the authotities The cloth-merchants
corrohorated the ston narrated by Raja Ram Sharma They
told us that the picketung was perfectiy peaceful end that
they of their awn accord agreed to get sealed their stocks of
toreign cloth to save themseives much pecuriary loss. Thev
alzo admitted that they hoisted nationa! flags on their shops
The story of the S D.O having wisited the bazar one day and
having ordered them to 1emove the flags is fully borne out by
their statement

Some tenants of a neighbouring village, Gagnat Babu
made complaints {o us against their zammdar, Jagannath
Singh. He did notrelish the 1dea of their joining the Congres:
and participating i Congress activities. He, in order tc
coerce them, made a false accusation of arson against them
but as no proof was forthcoming no action was taken. Some ¢
them are now beimng prosecuted under section 107 Crimina
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Procedure Code on the alleged ground that they were
dissuading tenants from paying rents.

After considering all the evidence produced before us we
have absolutely no doubt that the S D.0. got the flags
removed from the shops and was imstrumental in depriving
the Congress volunteers of the use and occupation of the
house This 1s clearly a breach of the terms of Gandhi-Irwin
settlement.
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31. The Citizen (Allahabad). of the 14th January

Mr Bal Gangadhar rvemarks ag follows on Mr, Tilak's lecture
Tulak at Allenavad

onour present situation :— Qn Monday (7th of Januarv 1307}
at 4.30 p.m. in the compound of Alr. Govind Prasad’s
bungslow, Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilsk, who, on his way back
from Caleutta stopped in Daragany for the benefit of his
health, and to have in the auspicrous Magh seasun a dip in the
Tribeni, at the request of a number of College student
dehivered a discourse on “Our Presen; Siuation.” The
assembly was large enoughthough mamly composed of voung
men, Partly owing to the untimely hour at which the meeting
was convened, and partly because of the weil-known, extreme
views of the democratic leader, most men whe usually attend
political meetings at Allahabad kept themselves away. The
speech lasted for mare than two hours and being interspersed
throughout with wit, humour and anecdotes, did not in the
lease tax the patience of the audience. We are of course notin
a position to say that we agree with the learned speaker in all
that he said, but m justice t him we must cbserve that we
Listened to his unsophisticated eloguence simply spell-
bound. {sic.i

Mr. Tilak pomnted out in the course of s lecture thaz in
India the interests of the people and Government were not
identical, and it was no wonder if the authoritie represented
politics to the student as the forbidden fruit. Anyhow he did
not want students to take part in politics at the expense of
their study. In his opmion politics and industnal questions
could not be dissociated, so long as the astitude of the Brtist
Government continued what it was. He then pointed out the
the questions regarding the simultaneous Civil Servict
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Examinations the sepaiation of judicial and executive
tunctions, the expansion of representation i the Councils,
and various other wholesome measures remained altogethe:
unheeded though the Indian people had been crying for them
for the past fifty years He then said that after a caieful
consideration of all the ills and sufterings of their
countrymen, the Indian Ieaders had come to the conclusion
that their salvation simply lay in self-government He
remarked that it was high time for them to organize all their
forces of opposition, swadeshism or boycott being the chief of
them At the Congress it had been gaiven out that in Madras
and the United Provinces people did not want the boycott
movement. (Here a loud cry was raised from all parts of the
meeting declaring that the statement was false and they were
all m favour of boycott). The Anglo-Indian bureaucracy knew
that the educated class was harmless, and however
discontented it might be it would continue harmless It was
this conviction that led it to ignore their grievances. It was
true that Anglo-Indians evinced a sympathy for certan
backward classes It was because they wanted to see all
brought to a dead level He concluded with the hope thatinall
that youngmen said or did they might always be able to
exercise discretion and not prove the tool of cthers.

The Advocate (Lucknow), of the 17th January, makes the

Mr Tilak at followmg quotation from Mr. Tilak’s lecture
Allahabad

delivered at Allahabad on our present situation while on his
way to Poona from the Indian National congress :—“Tf I had
given absolute self-government as the goal of our efforts, they
would have said ‘Mr. Tdak 1s a fire-brand’. Had Bipin Babu
given it as our goal, they would have said ‘Oh! he 1s an
Extremist’. Now that Dadabhai has given it, 1t will not be
questioned. I predicted what Dadabhai would say a month
ago mn my paper. Swadeshi is the first step, boycott 15 the
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means, and Swargj 1s the end —B.G. Tilak

A correspondent in the Advocate {Lucknow?, of the 18th

The Proviweial conte  January, says that it is undersined that the
lence m the Umted

Provimees

United Provinces are going to hold their first Provinca!
Conference this year during the Easter holidays, but is alrard
that the news 1s toc good to be true
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The first session of the A.IC C., after the attainment of
India’s freedom which commenced on November 15, ended
on the 17th (1947) On the very first day in the presence of
Gandhi, President Kripalam told the AL C.C. that he was
1esigning his position. He had neither been consulted by the
governmnet, nor had been taken into their full confidence. He
said that the Government ignored the Congress party He
revealed that Gandhi felt that in these circumstances, the
1esignation was justified.

Nehru and Patel were the heads of the Government. Their
hold on the Congress machine was unqustioned. They
wdentified themselves with the party. Why then should they
accept the Congress President as a curb on their power?

Gandhi attended the Working Committee meeting, which
was to elect the new president He was for Narendra Deva
Nehru supported Narendra Deva's candidature Other
members opposed it.
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